By Jenny Beers
BARK STAFF WRITER

“Try to enjoy the high
school experience as much as
you can and have fun in every-
thing you do.” said Mr. Minner
before he left for Laredo, Texas.

After accepting the

assistant women’s basketball
coach position at Texas A&M
International University, Chris
Minner  says
he is follow-
ing his “life
long” dream
of coaching
basketball.
Mr.  Minner
has  coached
basketball for
a number of
years  from
college to
high  school
levels.

Texas A&M
International
chose  Mr.
Minner for the
assistant
coach because

they believe C. Minner at a SF Giant's game

that he will be Armondo Orozco

able to recruit women from the
Sacramento and Bay areas to the
NCAA Division 11 level.
Although Minner plans to stay
with A&M for four years, he
eventually wants to come back
to Northern California. He hopes
the outcome of assistant coach-

Going Green
Teachers across cam-
pus are getting in
touch with their inner
environmentalist
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Minner shoots for Texas

ing position will result in a head
coach position one day, for
either Sac State or UCDavis

Mr. Minner accepted
the assistant coach position one
week before Vacaville High
School 2008-2009 year started.
Although he has been teaching
English for ten years, he did not
have a class this year. Minner
spent his last few days the
Vaca High campus visiting
classrooms and helping around
the school.

Mr.
Minner left on
August 29,
2008  three
days before
the position
became offi-
cial on
September 2,
2008
Students say
they are “sad”
to see the
English
teacher leave,
but  Minner
says he will
not forget
Vacaville
High School.
He will miss
the students
and extra circular activities
along with the school’s “amaz-
ing” school spirit.

Coach Minner left with
these words of wisdom for
teachers and students alike:
“Take the opportunity when you
can.”
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Erikson’s new lab

By Jenny Beers
BARK STAFF WRITER

After teaching at
Vacaville High School for thir-
teen years Mr. Erickson, an AP
Chemistry teacher, left Vaca
High to be the new assistant
principal at Buckingham
Charter Magnet High School.

Jeff Erickson accepted
the job during the second week
of August, and is happily settled
in at Buckingham School

Mr. Erickson taught a
variety of sciences; ranging
from chemistry, Earth/physical
science, to physics. For twenty-
one years he taught at public,
private, home, and charter
schools.

After being the princi-
pal for summer middle school
in 2007, Jeff decided being a
principal is something he
enjoys. He proceeded to earn
his administrative credential at
Chapman University so he
would be eligible to receive a
principal position.

In order to be a princi-

pal, Mr. Erickson needed
administrative experience. To
accomplish this he was the sci-
ence department co-chairman
for a few years along with fill-
ing in for Mr. Santopadre as
assistant principal at Vacaville
High.

“I wanted to try some-
thing new,” says Mr. Erickson
who “jumped” at the assistant
principal position available at
Buckingham.

Although Jeff Erickson
loves the Vacaville High stu-
dents, staff, and teachers, he is
enjoying his time at
Buckingham. He does not have
any ideas for immediate
changes to the Buckingham
School, but hopes in the future
he can make changes that will
help the school.

Mr. Erickson is still
adjusting to the block schedule
over at Buckingham but knows
that he can make an overall
improvement on the school and
may some day receive a princi-
pal position, either at
Buckingham or another school.

Mr. Erickson lays down the law over at Buckingham High School
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Homecoming
Coming Up Soon
Want to know what’s
going on for
Homecoming? Check
out Page 7 for more
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A New Season of
Bulldogs

VHS sports get under-
way for the 2008-2009
season. Go Dogs!
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Jake Hinds having a good time at the Welcome Back dance

By Holly Lyon
BARK STAFF WRITER

The 2008-2009 school
year has started, and the admin-
istration has a bright outlook on
the new improvements. The
new PAWS period gives busy
students a chance to catch up,
and also gives Mr. Santopadre
and Mr. Alongi an opportunity
to show their new videos.
Though the back-to-school and
PAWS instructional videos were
interesting enough, the school-
wide favorite was d efinitely the
one featuring the new dance
rules.

Dance Policy

School dances are school func-
tions, and as such, students are
expected to dress and behave in
ways that are appropriate for the
school setting.

All students will
receive a wristband upon enter-
ing the dance. If a student
violates the dance policy, the
wristband will be removed. If a
student violates the dance poli-
cy a second time, he/she will be
immediately removed from the
dance, without refund, and

his/her parents will be notified.

School personnel will make the
final decision concerning appro-
priate dancing.

Hearing Mr.
Santopadre say “pelvic thrust-
ing” may have been funny, but
many enthusi-

school dance, and a school can’t
put on a dance that encourages,
condones, or allows any form of
sexually explicit dancing. When
a girl is bent over with her ski rt
hiked up, sometimes over her
waist, and her boyfriend is
grinding behind her, should we
just

astic dance-
goers aren’t
laughing about
the new rules.
“People should

be able to not limited to, genital touching or pelvic
dance however thrusting).

they want,” 4. No bending over or squatting down to
says Junior the floor.

Jenna Martin, 5. All students must be upright at all
“After every- times with both feet on the floor.
body gets 6. No straddling legs or wrapping legs

kicked out of
the first dance,
nobody’s
going to want
to come back.”’
The

j
The rules of the dance floor: |um
1. No front to back dancing.
2. No inappropriate or suggestive dancing
will be allowed.
3. No simulated sex acts (including, but

around another person or object.
7. No “sandwiches”.
8. No lap dancing.
9. No dancing which could cause harm to
one’s self or others including, but not lim-
ited to, “slam dancing” or

“moshing”.

student’s com-
plaints don’t get very far,
according to Mr. Alongi. “Kids
come to me asking why our
rules this year are so strict, and
I simply tell them exactly what
the problem is. | say, ‘this is a

away?’ The kids usually blush
and shuffle away when | say
that.”

According to the
administration, there was no
difference in attendance

Fairfield's fallen will be remembered

by Adam Ponce
BARK STAFF WRITER

Fairfield City council-
man Matt Garcia was a man
dedicated to his city. He encour-
aged after school youth pro-
grams, volunteered as a little
league coach, and would happi-
ly declare to friends and family,
“Say hello to your future mayor
of Fairfield!”

Unfortunately for
Fairfield, Garcia was shot out-
side a friend’s house in early
The following day
he was pronounced brain-dead.
Soon after his body was pre-
pared to have its organ’s
removed; honoring Garcia’s
wish to “give life even in death,”
according to a family friend.

Police Officers found a
grey 1993 Dodge Intrepid that is
believed to belong to the sus-
pects of the shooting.

Police arrested Gene
/Allen Combs, 45, and Nicole
Stewart, 33, on suspicion of

old Henry Don Williams.

Matt Garcia became
the youngest city council mem-
ber in the history of Fairfield in
November 2007. He helped start
the Police Activities League, or
P.A.L. program, and he supplied

Picture Source: Fairfiled City Council

Fairfield Youth

murder, and use of a
firearm. Police are still search-
ing for a third suspect, 32-year-

aid to the
Ci i . Garcia believed
that at-risk youth needed some
type of afternoon program to

help keep them off the street,

and it was his goal to institute|
the programs needed.

The P.A.L. program|

Garcia supported would build a|

center in Fairfield that would

have boxing, basketball, tutor-

ing, and a homework cen-|

ter. The PA.L. program|

Wwas in response to a grow-|

ing crime rate among the|

city’s youth.

“He was an ambitious|
young man,” said|
Corporal Adam Ponce of|
the  Fairfield  Police
Department, “Who

believed in the importance|
of public service.”

Garcia could relate to}
the youth he was trying to|
reach. His father was af
gang member and he had|
relatives involved in gang|
activity. He wanted what|
was best for Fairfield|
regardless of who got|
credit for it. He didn’t|
focus on  Democrat  or|
Republican ideals, he strove to
achieve what was best for every-|
body.

Hands off the dance floor
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between this dance and the
spring dance last year, with
about 450 students, so that takes
care of the funding problem.
Also, VHS does not have to
have dances, so if money
becomes a problem, they can
easily pull the plug. “We won’t
allow that kind of dancing just
because we need money,” com-
mented Mr. Alongi.

One rule in particular
caused some confusion. “How
are we supposed to mosh to the
music they play?” asked Senior
Mike Adams, “That would just
be stupid.”

Continued on page 3...

Mr. Alongi explained that the
“no moshing” rule was one that
was taken from a website “nof-
reaking.com” and it, along with
all the other dance rules, were
not made by the administration.

“What most kids don’t
know is that these rules were
written by the biggest DJ com-
pany in California, not by us,”
says Mr. Alongi. “The rules are
intended to allow people to
have fun without the behavior
getting out of hand.”

Continued on page 3.
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Matt Banks saunters back
onto campus
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Dancing up
a storm...

Our new dance policy may
seem strict compared to previ
ous years, but other high
schools have some tougher
rules.At Copper Hills High,
same-sex couples must obtain
parent permission before
attending a school dance...
“DanceAgreements” are also a
popular idea among high
schools.

. Petets Girl's High
School, a private school for
girls, used to enforce a rule
requiring the girls to have a
(male) date to the dance, or
they would be denied admis
sion.

Other schools have
policies that raise eyebrows
along with interesting ques
tions.According to one
schools policy students may
not dance on their knees, and
another schodd’ dances run
from 2:50-4:15pmAt yet
another s chool, students must
be signed in and out of the
dance by a parent or guardian.

Overall, the dance pol
icy is rational and accepted,
and anybody who has questions
or comments can take them to
Mr. Alongi or Mr. Santopadre.
They'll be happy to help clear
things up.

High prices
at the pump

By Joel Cribb
BARK NEWS EDITOR
It's the new gossip, the
big topic. It gets more coverage
than the war in Iraq, and
stronger opinios than Lindsay
Lohans misadventures.
What nobody would
expect to be the stasegreatest
icebreaker happens to be jus
that: gas prices. From $2.35 to
$3.92 in the span of two years,
the price of gas costs are over ¢
dollar and a half more per gal
lon.
Students are likely hear Art Work by Jessicaost
this constantly from adults, but
for those who pay for their own
gas, its about time they got a
job. Senior Amanda Johnson
says her Ford Ranger costs $4!
to $50 dollars for a full tank.
Among the reasons for
this day to day dférence may
be related to oil drilling in the
gulf. With hurricane season
already upon us, &'likely we'll
be seeing another spike in oil
prices reminiscent of the one

during and directly after
Hurricane Katrina.
Although the high

prices of gas are detrimental to
most of those who happen to beArt work by Zachary Pierce
frequent commuters, positive
aspects have invariably sur
faced.The prices of gas have led
to many people, including teens,
driving a significant bit less. In a
study conducted by National
Highway  Traffic Safety
Administration, data showed a 6
percent reduction in auto deaths
among teen drivers 15-17.

For those who miss
paying 1.75 for gas, the time for
reminiscing is gone. Perhaps
we'll just have to ride this out.

Art work by Zachary Pierce

Chinese cultur

By Jared Schober
BARK STAFF WRITER

This year
there is a new addition to the
normal languages fafred at
Vacaville High: ChineséThere
are sixty-eight students in twc
classes that learn a complete
different language than the re
of the school every daut at
the end of last yeaover one
hundred students signed up fi
the class. MrCheng hopes to
help the students who weren’
chosen to be in the class lear
about China through the
Chinese club.

Mr. Cheng hopes to
use the Chinese club to supp
ment the class. He wants to
teach the Chinese language i
the class and the Chinese-cul
ture in the club.

To do this, h e plans t
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Art work by Lana Headley
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e and be yond

teach the students aboutfeif
ent festivals, the Chinese ecenothem about the Mid-Autumn
my, history and he hopes to go Festival and gave them a taste
on several field trips this year of the traditional food of this
Most recentlyon Friday festival, mooncake.

So far Mr. Cheng is
planning to take his students to
Chinatown at least once this
year and on a cultural tour of
China. During these trips he
hopes his students will realize
the impact Chinese are having
in today’s world, both cultural
ly and economically‘l want it
to be eye opening, seeing the
changes in China.”

Most of all, though, he
hopes that he can instill in his
students some of the values of
Chinese culture he learned
while growing up. “Respect
and honor your parents and eld
ers” and “love and nurture your
children” are some things he
wants them to learn.

Julie SesaBARK PHOTO

Bill's excellent adventure

by Anna
BARK STAFF WRITER

TheAP Chemistry and

being a “teacher” this yeane
said, “As a student you ddn’
notice how disruptive you are
when you talk to your neighbor

some regular Chemistry classesor when you say something

up until recently did not include
a teacherFor almost three

loud to be funny As a teacher
you notice everything. And

weeks, substitute teachers camgoy want to be nice to the kids,

in and out of each class, filling
in for “Teacher Science X."
One of those substitutes hap
pened to be forméracaville
High School Sudent, Bill Lee,
and theValedictorian of last
year's graduating Class of
2008.

| managed to email
Lee about his brief experience
of substitute teaching. Principal
Dr. Gibson approached him

be their friends, and teach, but
as a sub i§ almost impossible
to pull off all three. This was
my goal howeverso when |

first started Itold the kids that

| was in their same position just
last year I'm no better than
them; I'm just here to help them
learn some concepts |, fortu
nately have already been intro
duced to.” However_ee
believed the students learned a

about the position, explaining tojot and although a tiring job, he

him they (the administration)
needed a suitable instructor to
fill the position of AP

Chemistry teacher until they
could find a replacement for
formerVacaville High School
AP Chemistry teachedef
Erickson. Continued on page 3
He agreed and began teaching
the class for the course of a
week.

Lee said one of the
most dificult parts of teaching
included finding the most
important material for the stu

did have a lot of funThough
he liked substituting he did say
he had a greater appreciation
for the teaching position. “Now
however | have a new found
respect for teaching and what
both our subs, and our teachers
go through dailyand believe
me, it's a tough job.”

Though dificult, Lee
did say he really enjoyed being
“teacher” for the week.
Through his teaching, theP
Chemistry class began learning
important concepts ideas that

dents to learn. He also said thatthey will eventually need for
he enjoyed substituting becausethe AP Chemistry test.

he controlled how and what the

class learnedVhen | asked
him of the diferences between
being a student last year and

September nineteenth, he taught

An enormous thanks
goes out to Lee for his valuable
input in theAP Chemistry class.



