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for students
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Newspapers in
Education Project

By Diane Barney/Editor

A s Campus Star celebrates its 17th year as
a student publication, some big changes
are in the works.

Instead of a one-time presentation of our
winners, readers will be able to follow along
all year as The Reporter publishes its top
entries on the weekly Word page.

Today you’ll find the entries of all six grand
prize winners in this four-page special issue,
as well as photos and the names from every
single winner in this year’s competition. Some

2,000 students entered the 2007 competition’s
six categories, which have four age-group divi-
sions.

Starting Thursday, and then every week
thereafter, readers will find a weekly smatter-
ing of winners from various categories on The
Word page. Entries will be added to The
Reporter’s Web site, www.TheReporter.com,
as they are published in the newspaper.

“We think it gives students and readers
something to look forward to each week,” said
Editor Diane Barney. “It also gives us more
room to feature honorable mention entries. In
the past, we only had 20 pages; now we’ll have
52 pages a year, plus these four, in which to
salute the work of local students.”

By spreading out the program, The
Reporter hopes to raise the visibility of its

Partners In Achieving Literacy program, or
PAL. It is part of the newspaper’s outreach to
local classrooms. With help of local sponsors
who defray costs, the program provides more
than 3,000 newspapers each week for students
in Vacaville, Fairfield, Suisun City and Dixon,
according to Newspapers in Education Coor-
dinator Shauna Manina.

“And it’s the teachers who really pull it all
together,” said Manina. “We have some fabu-
lous teachers who use the newspaper in the

By Jackie Dietrich
Grand Prize, News Writing

M ore than a million
teens are alcoholics.
Several million

teens between the ages of
12 and 17 have serious
drinking problems.

Three million teens ages
14 to 17 have already admit-
ted to having a drinking
problem. Vacaville High is
not immune to this prob-
lem, according to the
National Institute on Alco-
hol Abuse and Alcoholism.

This year, for the first

school dance, a number of
students came drunk. One
student was  arrested, while
two were detained and
questioned.

Vacaville High adminis-
tration is concerned about
teen drinking. Principal
Kari Gibson comments,
“Anytime even one under-
age student drinks, it is a
problem.”

The concerning question
is why students feel the
need to drink before, dur-
ing, or after school or

By Sarah Vucurevich
Grand Prize, Feature Writing

R odriguez High School junior
Lindsey Sanders opened her
eyes and thought she was

dreaming. It was March 3, 2006. She
was in the passenger seat of a '06
Charger getting on Interstate 680. All
she remembers was seeing bright
lights coming straight toward the car.

"I opened my eyes and thought I
was dreaming. I heard someone
scream and I just started crying," she
said.

Junior Michael Johnson, the driver
of the car, remembers the same bright
lights and then the collision.

By Katelyn Slavens
Grand Prize, Opinion Writing

S ome say magic doesn’t exist. I say it
very well does.

I had chosen each song with care.
I had practiced until my fingers hurt.
Finally, the moment had arrived. Picking
up my flute, I looked out at the crowd
and smiled. The music started, the dra-

matic intro to “The Phantom of the
Opera” filling the air. I waited for my
cue and then a burst of adrenaline sent
my fingers flying through the notes. Any
trace of nerves disappeared entirely as I
played through the middle of the song.
Before I knew it, the end had arrived,
the sound of applause accompanying my
last note.

However, that wasn’t the magic. As
nice as it was to play one of my favorite
songs without a single mistake, that was-
n’t it.

The magic was looking out at the
group of 20 or so residents of the rest
home and seeing them enjoy my music.

The magic was realizing that they

Read Campus Star all year long

Alcohol is
a problem
for schools

Teen drivers
more at risk 

The magic is in the volunteering

Dog day afternoon

Vacaville resident Sarah Scott shares a relaxing
moment with her best snow white friend, Maya,
after taking a walk in August, which turned out
to be one of the hottest summers on record. The

loving moment was captured by seventh-grade
student photographer Karina Rodegeb, who
earned a grand prize honor for her efforts. She
cites teacher Ed Finkas as her mentor.

n See Alcohol, Page 3C
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IN BRIEF
Inexperience
can some-
times cost
teen drivers
their licences,
and even their
lives.

Grand prize winner in the Design-an-
Ad competition went to Yvette Kon-
togiannis, a student at Vacaville
Christian School, for her advertise-
ment showing the tasty food from

Mary’s Pizza Shack. “All our family
recipes arae made from scratch!” it
proclaims. Her teacher, Paula
Williams, also earns honors for men-
toring a grand prize winner.

This entry, which used some rather
tricky words that were used and
memorized by spelling bee partici-
pants, was good enough to earn a
grand prize honor for Tatijana Bow-

man, a sixth-grader at Notre Dame
School in Vacaville. Her teacher,
who will also earn honors for men-
toring a grand prize winner, is Lau-
rie Brunke.

Puzzles, Games Grand Prize

n See Read Campus Star, Page 3C
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By Diane Barney/Editor
The Reporter’s Campus Star and Partners

in Achieving Literacy program would not be
so far-reaching, wide-ranging and award-win-
ning without the influence, guidance and
inspiration of teachers.

This year’s crop of teachers who mentored
our grand prize-winning students include
some new and some familiar faces.

Browns Valley School teacher Ed Finkas
and Notre Dame School teacher Laurie
Brunke have had numerous students win
grand prize awards and more in the past 17
years. Both have been honored as The
Reporter’s Teacher of the Year as well.

New to the fold this year are Vacaville High
School journalism adviser and teacher Rod-
ney Orosco, Vacaville Christian School
teacher Paula Williams, Rodriguez High
School journalism adviser and teacher Becky
Bowen, and English teacher Ryan Price of
Buckingham Charter Magnet High School.

“Seeing the creativity, talent and imagina-
tion of the students is truly incredible. What is
even more incredible is the effort that teach-
ers put in, encouraging these students,” said
Shauna Manina, coordinator of The Reporter’s
Newspapers in Education program. “These
teachers really get it.”

And, in fact, they will get some tokens of
The Reporter’s appreciation: plaques and gift
certificates for their efforts. 

All teachers who participated in the Cam-

pus Star program this year — about 40 — will
be acknowledged at a special awards ceremo-
ny this week at The Reporter.

“Knowing that the teachers are strictly
mandated to meet California standards, it’s
heartwarming to know they are willing to go
above and beyond,” said Manina. “We think
they’re giving these students skills for real-
world living. The kids are learning how to
read the classified section, so they can find
jobs or buy a car; learning how to see the lat-
est decision by the school board, or find out
which team won the game last night, or even
what time the movie starts.”

Here’s the scoop on our award-winning
teachers:

• When Notre Dame School first opened its
doors 20 years ago, Laurie Brunke greeted her
students with energy and enthusiasm.  She has
been the physical education teacher, the com-
puter teacher, and, for the last 17 years, the
sixth-grade teacher.

She also teaches seventh-grade geography

and eighth-grade American history and has
coordinated the school’s Geography Bee for 13
years.

In addition, her passion for American his-
tory has inspired her to coordinate numerous
trips for students and adults to travel to Wash-
ington, D.C., to learn more about the country.

• Fifth-grade teacher Ed Finkas is honored
this year as a teacher/mentor by a former stu-
dent who now attends Willlis Jepson Middle
School but cited his contributions to her pho-
tography skills as the reason for her win.

Mr. Finkas majored in journalism at San
Jose State University, and is the adviser for
Browns Valley Elementary School’s student
newspaper. He has taught in the Vacaville Uni-
fied School District for more than 20 years.  

For several years, Mr. Finkas wrote The
Reporter’s children’s page, “Rooster Tales”
and a column called, “Kids Talk.”  As a col-
lege student, he was a The Reporter intern.

Mr. Finkas’ hobby is photography. He has
won several awards including an Award of

Excellence in 2006 at the California State Fair
and a first-place award this year at a regional
juried art show in Fairfield.  

• You could say that ink flows in Rodriguez
High School journalism teacher Becky
Bowen’s blood. Her father, who was a newspa-
per editor, took his daughter to the newsroom
where she was fascinated by the presses
rolling and AP wire machines tapping out
news reports from throughout the world.

During the summers of her high school
years, she worked as a proofreader at her
father’s paper in Kankakee, Ill. She was editor
of her high school paper, and eventually
worked on her college newspaper while
majoring in journalism.

After college, she was a writer or editor at
California newspapers for 24 years before
becoming a teacher.

• This is the second time Rodney Orosco has
served as a journalism adviser for a Solano
County high school. While he is in his second
year at Vacaville High, he also spent time as the
adviser at Fairfield High. A journalist before
going into teaching, he is a frequent contribu-
tor to the opinion pages of The Reporter.

• Ryan Price teaches English at Buckingham
Charter Magnet High School. This is the first
year he had students enter the competition.

• Paula Williams is a seventh-grade teacher
at Vacaville Christian. This is the first year her
class has entered the Campus Star competition.

CMYK CMYK

CMYK CMYK

CyanMagentaYellowBlack
C M Y KC M Y K

CMYK CMYK

Monday, March 19, 2007 3CCAMPUS STAR

school-sponsored activities.
In America, statistics from

the National Center on
Addiction and Substance
Abuse at Columbia Universi-
ty show the average age at
which males have their first
alcoholic beverage is 11 years
old, while the statistics show
that females begin at 13 years
old. 

Twenty-four percent of
eighth-graders claim they
have consumed alcohol. The
three leading causes of death
in teenagers are automobile
accidents, homicides, and
suicides. In numerous cases,
alcohol has played a factor in
raising those numbers. 

Statistics also show that
binge drinking starts at the
young age of 13, reaching its
peak around ages 18 to 22.
More than 100,000 12- and 13-
year-olds binge drink every
month.

From incoming freshmen
to graduating seniors, stu-
dents drink during the school
week and on weekends.

There are endless reasons
to why drinking at a young
age has become a rapidly
growing tradition. Sometimes
a student will have just
accepted drinking as a part of
life and doesn’t think twice
about it. Some underage
drinkers decide to drink in
order to get attention from
their parents.

In high school, the more
common reason is peer pres-
sure or high school image.
Peers encourage others to
drink to become popular.
Media has not helped this
misconception by glamorizing
drinking in order to have fun
and be happy.

Many young people think
that “everyone” is drinking
and partying. However, this is
not true. “We need to encour-
age people to stand up and do
the right thing when the mis-
conception is that everyone is
doing it,” Dr. Gibson said. She
feels that drinking is not so
common at Vacaville High,
however, she does recognize
that small percent of students
drink and even show up to
school-sponsored activities
drunk. Depression and anxi-
ety are also leading factors in
causes of teen drinking.

Stress plays another factor
in teen drinking today. Statis-
tics show that high-stressed
teens are twice as more likely
to get drunk that low-stressed
teens. This stress can come
from school, parents, teach-
ers and coaches. 

The stress in athletics is
extremely high because of
the pressure to perform. This
sometimes pushes athletes to
find some way of relaxation
through drinking.

While alcohol might be
seen as an easy way out of a
stressful or difficult day,
there are numerous unpleas-
ant side-effects of drinking.
Some normal side-effects
include weight gain, sick or

dizzy feeling, bad breath,
clumsiness, slurred speech,
acne, out-of-control feelings,
and other mental and physi-
cal side effects. Also, being
drunk can impact your judg-
ment.

With alcohol, crimes such
as rape, increase greatly.
Also, judgment while driving
drunk is damaged. There
really is nothing you can do
to sober up quicker. Actually,
time is the only thing that
helps. Drinking water and
eating are things that are
healthy to do, but they cannot
help you sober up.

Underage drinking is ille-
gal and the police, along with
administrators, punish
accordingly. School policy say
any time there is drinking or
drunken students on campus,
suspension is in order.

With the first offense, a
three- to five-day suspension
is likely, however, with sec-
ond and third offenses, the
punishment becomes more
serious.

“There is a lot of leeway in
deciding on punishments. We
must take the circumstances
into consideration. However,
when someone is bringing
alcohol for another student,
we take the punishment very
seriously,” commented Dr.
Gibson. 

The administration relies
on Link Crew, Student Coun-
cil, service clubs, and Youth
Taking on Tobacco (YTOT) to
set an example for their
peers. Peers telling others
not to drink and setting a
good example is in many
cases is more powerful than
any adult, parent, or teacher
telling them not to.

There are endless ways to
avoid alcohol. The obvious
choices are to stay clear of
parties where alcoholic bev-
erages are being served. Par-
ents should regularly remind
students to not drink and dis-
cuss the consequences and
importance of not drinking.

Last year, CHP officers
held a lecture for both par-
ents and students on driving
drunk here at Vacaville High.
This year, they will return to
hold another meeting in the
community. 

Principal Gibson positive-
ly remarks, “We have a lot of
great kids who do the right
thing, and make great choic-
es.”

Administration at Vacav-
ille High is always there to
aid anyone who needs help
with alcohol problems. There
are many programs within
the community such as YTOT
that also fight against this
problem.

Drinking is a serious prob-
lem and should be dealt with
in an effective manner.

The author is a senior in Rod-
ney Orosco’s class at Vacaville
High School.
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"At first I thought I was paralyzed,"
he said, "but after things slowed down, I
was able to feel my legs."

Michael was the last one to get out of
the totaled car.

"They had to cut the door off, and
then the hood off," he said.

Michael was airlifted to John Muir,
where he stayed for a day and a half.
There were three other passengers who
didn't suffer any major injuries. The
accident was startling not just to the
passengers, but also to friends and fam-
ily.

Just recently, a fatal accident hit
close to home. Ian Netto, a graduate of
Fairfield High, was driving home in
Rancho Solano when he lost control of
his Toyota sedan and crashed into two
trees, knocking over the first, and
crashing into a second. He was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Only 19 and an only child, Ian's
death struck the community particular-
ly hard.

"I just couldn't believe it," said Lea,
a friend who had known Ian since ele-
mentary school.

"I'd talked to him just two days

before the accident. It was really hard,"
she said.

Friends set up a memorial at the
tree on Rancho Solano Parkway. The
city eventually took it down for safety
reasons. Friends also held a candle-
light vigil at the site of his accident.

Even with such a tragedy, and thou-
sands around the world like it, teens
still get behind the wheel every day.

"Teens deserve their license at 16, but
with conditions and restrictions, such as
more education and training," said for-
mer Fairfield Police Officer Joe Quinn.

According to USA Today, on an aver-
age day, 10 teenagers are killed in teen-
driven vehicles. A review of crash sta-
tistics finds obvious patterns. The
threat to teen lives rises when:

• A 16-year-old is at the wheel.
• Other teens are riding in the car.
• The car is driven after dark.
• The driver loses control.
• An unsuitable vehicle is being

driven.
• The car is driven in dangerous

regions.
New Jersey has the most restricted

rules for teen drivers. It also has one of
the lowest teen fataility rates in the
United States.

According To Allan Williams, the
Insurance Institute’s former chief sci-
entist, teens tend to push the limits,
and don't always make good decisions
regarding risk.

Officer Quinn agrees.
"You're driving a 3,000-pound

weapon ... and you're moving the same
speed as that weapon." Quinn says the
cause of most teen crashes is inexperi-
ence.

"Younger drivers tend to be very
impatient. They will make a maneuver
without yielding."

Quinn recalls one vehicle accident
he worked in which a 19-year-old
woman was pulling out of a parking lot
onto West Texas when another car
slammed into her.

"She didn't look left or right, she just
pulled out." There weren't even any skid
marks. She was killed instantly, he said.

Many teens don't realize that as soon
as they step into a car, their lives are at
risk. In 2003, more than 5,000 teen lives
were ended due to car accidents.

And the numbers are rising.

The author is a senior in Becky Bowen’s
class at Rodriguez High School in Fair-
field.
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wanted to listen to me even when they
could have stayed comfortably in their
rooms and watched TV or listened to a
CD. The magic was in the genuine
delight and appreciation they showed.

By listening, by being such a sup-
portive audience, by simply saying
“thank you,” they gave me a gift far
greater than compliments of any judge.

It is funny; when I started playing at
rest homes, I truely expected that I

would be giving, rather than receiving,
a blessing. I thought I would make their
day by playing for them. Instead, they
make my day by listening.

I realize the idea of volunteering
might seem frightening. The very first
time I played, I was nearly sick with
nerves. I wondered if they would like
my music, if they would criticize me, or
if maybe no one would even listen. I
quickly discovered my fears to be
unfounded. Out of all my performances,

nothing has made me happier than
playing for them. I can only hope they
enjoy it half as much as I do.

To experience the unexpected bless-
ing of volunteering, pick up the phone-
book. There are many rest homes in
Vacaville. Remember, it isn’t scary —
it’s magic!

The author is a sophomore at Bucking-
ham Magnet Charter High School in
Vacaville.
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Star is nothing without teachers’ guidance

Mrs. Brunke Mr. Finkas Mrs. Bowen Mr. Orosco Mr. Price Ms. Williams

classroom, and then encour-
age their students to be a
part of our special Campus
Star newspaper.”

In fact, the teachers of all
six grand prize winners are
being honored at the Campus
Star Awards Night at The
Reporter facility later this
week. (A story on those
teachers can be found on
Page 3.)

By spreading out publica-
tion of Campus Star winners,
the program can also be
restructured to feature some
additional competitions.
Instead of teachers having to
meet all deadlines in Febru-
ary, contests will be added
with deadlines around the
calendar.

First up, will be a chance
for student reporters to
“cover” an aspect of Vacav-
ille’s upcoming Fiesta Days.

“We hope to have a press
conference in the Town
Square Library about a week
before Fiesta Days begins
for student journalists
between third-grade and
high school who want to par-

ticipate,” said Barney.
“They’ll get a one-week spe-
cial student press pass,
instructions from some
reporters and editors and a
list of rules.” Two workshops
are planned, one in the after-
noon and one in the evening. 

Students can either write
about a Fiesta-related event,
or take photographs. Dead-
line to submit Fiesta news to
The Reporter will be June 8.
The Reporter plans to pub-
lish a special report in June
featuring the student work.

“We’re still working out
the details on this new and
exciting competition, which
coincides with the celebra-
tion of Vacaville’s 50th Fies-
ta Days,” said Barney. Teach-
ers, students and parents
who want to know more
about it should e-mail dbar-
ney@thereporter.com to get
the latest updates or watch
the newspaper for specifics.

“Right now, we really
want to focus on our amazing
crop of 2007 Campus Star
Winners,” said Barney. “The
grand prize winners all show
amazing initiative and

insight.
Vacaville High School

senior Jackie Dietrich
earned her grand prize
award for a story she wrote
on the abuse of alcohol at
Vacaville High School, which
was originally published in
the Vacaville High School
student newspaper, the Bark.
Sara Vucurevich, a
Rodriguez High School sen-
ior took a grand prize for her
report about the risks of
teenage drivers. Her story
was also originally pub-
lished in a student publica-
tion, the Rodriguez High
School Stampede.

Katelyn Slavens, a sopho-
more at Buckingham Magnet
Charter High School claimed
a grand prize for her essay
about the magic of volunteer-
ing time at a local rest home. 

Ad designer Yvette Konto-
giannis, a seventh-grader at
Vacaville Christian School,
took grand prize honors in
the design-an-ad competition
for her masterful hand-
drawn advertisement for
Mary’s Pizza Shack.

And Tatijana Bowman, a

sixth-grader at Notre Dame
School in Vacaville, earned
grand prize honors for her
word search, which featured
some tricky spelling bee
words.

“There’s a number of fab-
ulous entries, and we’re
going to enjoy sharing them
with our readers every
week,” said Barney. “There
are some really talented
young journalists out there
and we’re proud to publish
their work.”
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Coming

IN THE REPORTER

The Word will feature
winners all year long
from the Campus Star
competition, starting
March 22.
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