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Unsung heroes
put lives on line

By Alec Garcia
1st Place, News writing
Division: Middle School

hile the war goes on in the White
WHouse, we have a conflict
going on in Iraq.

Soldiers are coming in and
out of Iraq, scarred for life both
mentally and physically. These
soldiers are as young as 19.

Now the scare of the draft is
coming back, we’re going to have
more kids returning home with-
out their arms and legs. I'm going
to tell you about two soldiers
who are going to experience
combat for the first time. I'm also
going to talk about two more sol-
diers who are returning back
from the hellish battlefield.

Pvt. Jimmy Alan Ryan joined

four harsh months. He had a chance to
come home earlier, but gave his ticket
home to a soldier who lost his mother. The
soldier returned home the day after Christ-
mas.

“My wife and kids are
just what I needed,” he told
Lt. Diez. His first action
came in Desert Storm when
he was only a corporal. “In
some ways I didn’t want to
leave. I'm going to miss my
squad,” says Lt. Diez.

Lt. Diez will be returning
to Iraq a lot sooner than he
thought. Lt. Cpl. John
Adams Peppers is also com-
ing back from Iraq. It was
his first action and he’s glad
to be home.

“I’d rather be home than
in a ditch,” he jokes. “Iraq
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wear these
colors. As they
say, they don’t
TUn.

%

as areserve and in three weeks Pvt. Harr S

is leaving to go to a station in y changed me a lot. .
Baghdad. He is 21 years old and Marcus ) Lt. (,jpl' ngp}ers 18 b.ac.k
just like anyone else his age, a Williams with his family in Virginia,

but like Lt. Diez he might be
going back sooner than he
thought. “I need to rest
before I even think of going back.” Lt. Cpl.
“I know my job in Iraq, and I'm goingto ~ Peppers is still a young kid at 21. He broke
do it” he says. Another soldier leaving for down in tears at the first Slght of his moth-
Iraq is Pvt. Harry Marcus Williams. He er.
lives in San Jose, but at the moment he is
also stationed at Travis. He is in the Army
while his brothers are in the Navy and the
Air Force. Pvt. Williams is 22 years old and
enlisted last year in December.
“I am proud to wear these colors,” he
says. “As they say, they don’t run.”
Some soldiers are coming back from
Iraq. Lt. Alan Diez has been in Iraq for

young boy living his life. But
there is something that stands
out. He’s in the Army. He is sta-
tioned at Travis Air Force Base.

Through this experience, I've learned
about the lives of these unsung heroes. All
of these men are heroes for leaving their
homes and putting their lives on the line.
These are men of valor, they’ve gone to hell
and back.

First-place winner in the Campus Star photojour-
nalism competition in the high-school division
was Emily Cargill, of Buckingham Charter Mag-
net High School, for this black-and-white photo-

graph of her niece, Amelia Jane Thrash, shown
here at 4-months-old after undergoing 10 hours
of brain surgery to remove an encephalocele. The
photo was taken four days into her recovery.

The author is a seventh-grader at Holy Spirit
School in Fairfield.

Putting safety first at Rodriguez High School

By Sarah Vucurevich and Mark Acre
1st place, News Writing,
High School Division

tudents filed onto campus Wednesday,
S Nov. 1, as they do every other day. About

10 minutes before the bell rang, an
announcement over the intercom instructed
students to get to their first-period classes
immediately.

A fight had broken out in the front parking
lot and continued into the office. The incident
involved two students from the same house-
hold. Police and highway patrol officers
arrived minutes later. In response, the school
entered a semi-lockdown state in order to pro-

tect the students and prevent further agitation.

The incident led to one student being
injured, another in custody. People in the
office were a bit shaken.

The event was “handled very well; the staff
did a fine job,” Principal Toni Taylor said.
That evening parents returned home to find a
short-recorded message on their answering
machine about the lockdown.

This occurrence was just one of many such
incidences that happen in schools throughout
the nation. Some don’t end as peacefully as

this one, however.

Forty-three students have died in events
ranging from stabbings to shootings since
2005, according to the National School Safety
and Security Services. In the past months,
we’ve watched news reports on TV about fatal
events at schools, such as the school shooting
in the Pennsylvania Amish town or at Dawson
College in Montreal.

“All schools are pretty safe. It’s just the
quality of the students and the staff. It’s you
guys. You determine if the school’s safe or
not,” said Officer Mike Mitchell, Rodriguez
High’s resource officers.

Because of the Nov. 1 incident, Rodriguez
administrators have decided to install more
cameras around the perimeter of the campus.
Also, lockdown drills will be practiced more
often. A combination lockdown-fire drill was
held the day after the other incident.

“Overall, Rodriguez is extremely safe. Offi-
cer Mitchell is very proactive and on top of
everything,” Principal Taylor said.

But students don’t necessarily share that
perception. Out of 300 Rodriguez students
polled, 56 percent reported that they felt safe.
Thirty-eight percent said do not feel safe, and

Design-An-Ad winner

6 percent aren’t quite sure.

Seniors Sidney Newton and Daniel Boll-
mann both find the school safe, citing a higher
power for their comfort zone.

“Yeah, I feel safe because I got God on my
side. God’s got my back,” Sidney said.

“I’'ve got my mommy here,” Daniel said. His
mother, Mrs. Kate Bollmann, is the counseling
secretary.

Senior Kristina Cowgill agrees with the
guys.

“I feel safe here. The teachers care a lot
about the students and we’re pretty much
locked in.”

As for the teachers and staff, there is no
doubt in their minds that the school is safe.

“I feel safe. We have a good staff, and
everyone’s aware of everything. The monitors
handle things very well,” said Olivia Tuana, a
clerk in the office.

History teacher Mark Herrera agrees.

“It’s about as safe as it could be without
going to extreme measures.”

Art teacher Nick Baca has ideas on how to
make safety easier when it comes to fire
drills.

“What if you had numbers of your class

right on the black top? You wouldn’t lose any-
one.”

Still, he feels safe here.

“We have a pretty good alert system.”

Officer Mitchell’s top priority is safety. One
of the most important ways to keep the school
safe, he said, is to wear IDs.

“It is something that we absolutely have to
have. IDs help greatly.”

Another is to not believe the gossip.

“Ninety-five percent of it is he said/she
said. If you didn’t hear it, if you didn’t see it, it
doesn’t matter how good of a friend it is telling
you. Don’t believe it,” Officer Mitchell said.

Despite the lockdown incident and other
fights that have occurred at school during the
past couple of years, both Officer Mitchell and
Principal Taylor said our school is safe.

“The students at this school are proud. They
take education seriously. The kids do a lot to
keep the school safe,” Officer Mitchell said.

Sarah Vucurevich is a senior and Mark Acre is a
Junior at Rodriguez High School, where they are
both in Becky Bowen’s journalism class. This
story was originally published in the Rodriguez
High School student newspaper, The Stampede.
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First-place winner in the high-school division for the Campus Star Design-
an-ad contest went to Jeremy Schmitz of Country High School, who
designed this ad for Vacaville Pontiac Buick GMC.

Puzzles, Games, comics winner
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First-place in the high-school division for the Campus Star puzzles and
games contest went to Caitlin Verano of Armijo High School for her

cartoon panel.
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