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By David Kelley
Honorable Mention, Opinion

Writing
Division: 3-4 grade

Do you want your kids
to be happy and have
a healthy body? Then

the Wii is the right gaming
system for you. 

The Wii is an active gam-
ing system that lets your
kids exercise while playing.
Instead of just sitting
around and pressing but-
tons, your kids are moving
and interacting with the
game. The Wii requires that
the players actively move
their bodies and arms
around, jump and run back
and forth.

Wii games are all pretty
active, but the Wii Sports
games are probably the
most active of all. Wii
Sports has games such as
baseball, boxing, tennis,
golf and bowling. Also,
there are more Wii games
available that are as active
as Wii Sports, such as Mario
Party 8 and many others. 

I even found an article
on the Internet that says
doctors are using the Wii to
help cure people with bro-
ken bones, strokes and even
combat injuries. The people
think it is fun so it's easier
for them to do rehab exer-
cises.

The Wii controller is the
shape of a rectangle and
has a wristband at the end
of it, just in case the Wii
controller slips out of your
hands when playing the Wii
games such as bowling,
playing baseball or boxing
on the Wii. 

The Wii has about 25 or
more saving spaces on it so
you can get a lot of games
for it. There are also chan-
nels on the Wii, such as the
game channel, the news
channel, the Mii channel
and others. I think the Wii
is the best gaming system
ever.

The author was a fourth-grad-
er at Notre Dame School in
Vacaville when this was sub-
mitted in February 2008.
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SHE�S ON THE VARSITY TEAM Wii is
a good,
healthy
choice

Joel Rosenbaum/JRosenbaum@TheReporter.com
Beth Fortunato of Vacaville won a third-place feature writing honor for her essay about working in her dad Mike’s restaurant, The Varsity Grill.

By Beth Fortunato
Third Place, Feature Writing

Division: Grade 3-4

On my 7th birthday on Sept. 12, 2006, my
daddy opened up the coolest place in
town called The Varsity Grill for kids. I

really didn’t know much about the restaurant
business last year when we opened, but boy oh
boy do I now! 

It’s been a very busy year for our family — so
I help run the place from time to time. A girl
has gotta make a living, you know.

Our restaurant is located in Vacaville, and if
you come in, you’re likely to find me greeting
you inside with menus. I also take orders some-
times and get the food out to the correct cus-
tomers — that’s very important.

My dad has taught me a lot. I don’t ever want
to stop learning from him because one day I
hope to run it with my brothers, Frankie and
Vinny.

I asked my dad how he came up with the idea
for a grill and he said it was something he
thought about in college when he was playing
football for Cal. He wanted to open a place that
highlighted the young athletes in our town —
not pro teams, just everyday kids from our
schools and community. 

My dad has been coaching football now for 20
years from San Diego, Vacaville High, Will C.
Wood High, Vanden High and now Solano Com-
munity College. That’s why when you come into

our restaurant, you’ll see wall-to-wall profes-
sional photos of tons of kids playing all differ-
ent sports. My daddy’s best friend is Sean Mof-
fett, professional sports photographer for
picsofthegame.com. Mr. Moffett is so cool, he
donated all the photos in the grill.

Game nights, especially Friday night foot-
ball, is very exciting at Varsity Grill because all
the high school teams come in and watch their
game on the big screen and it’s a big party.
Sometimes the other little kids that are at the
grill with their families and I get tired of watch-
ing sports so we watch kids channels on “our
TV” on the other side of the grill at the bar, the
kids’ bar. I call it the Shake Shop because that’s
where we will be serving our delicious shakes
and smoothies real soon. I can’t wait! This is
also where the kids corner art table is that I set
up all by myself, thank you very much!

Some of the most fun nights I’ve had at the
grill were when we had one of my favorite rock
bands perform. D.O.C. (Dept. of Corrections)
played concerts out in our parking lot this past
summer. They may just be kids, but they were
awesome! Even the Bulldog and Bengal cheer-
leaders came to cheer them on.

Since my mom and dad both have jobs out-
side of running the grill, they have people to
help them run the place, besides me. We have
Joel, our head cook and Kim, our lead waitress.

I did an interview with Joel and asked him
about his job and what his duties include. He
told me he does all the ordering and stocking,

deep cleaning in the kitchen and of course mak-
ing the best food in town! He told me that the
most popular menu items are the fat Phillys, 1/2
pound varsity cheeseburger, N.Y. steak sand-
wiches and seafood platters. I’m a vegetarian
and let me tell you our salads can’t be beat! Joel
says he loves cooking for the customers and has
made a lot of new friends. 

Kim was very helpful with answers to ques-
tions I had about waitressing and organizing
private parties like trophy nights, team ban-
quets and stuff. Kim told me it’s very important
to be fully stocked and prepared with all tables
set well before the party is to arrive. Kim books
most of the parties and all our customers know
her and like her a lot. Kim takes peoples’
orders and double checks that everything is
perfect before going out. Kim is always keeping
the dining area super clean. I should know; she
puts me to work all the time.

We have fun things in the dining area to
entertain customers with, such as a jukebox and
arcade games. It’s my job to make sure they’re
working good by playing them a lot. In conclu-
sion, The Varsity Grill has been a great success
in its first year and the customers like it, the
teams enjoy it there, the schools love it and so
do I.

The author was a third-grader at Foxboro Elemen-
tary School in Vacaville when this entry was sub-
mitted in The Reporter Campus Star student jour-
nalism competition in February 2008.

Daughter learns to love diner experience

This advertisement for Gateway Realty earned Lauren Freese an honorable mention in the
Design-an-Ad contest of The Reporter’s Campus Star student journalism competition. Lau-
ren was a sixth-grader in Notre Dame School in Vacaville when this was submitted in Febru-
ary 2008.

This advertisement for Mary’s Pizza Shack earned Camarina Augusto an honorable mention
in the Design-an-Ad contest of The Reporter’s Campus Star student journalism competition.
Camarina was a sixth-grader in Tremont Elementary School when this was submitted in
February 2008.


