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Hey! I’m here to tell you about the County
Assessor Recorder! 

You might think “that’s boring” but it’s very
interesting. The place he works is huge and has
amazing decorations. All the people who work
there look so sophisticated and so busy.

Do you want to learn more about him? Who he is,
what he does, where his work is and amazing facts?
Well, I’m here to tell you everything about him.

Now to make this fun, close your eyes and picture
yourself in a huge building and start walking up
those stairs to your huge office. As you walk
through, you see what seems like billions of cubi-
cles and many busy working people. Now go into
your office and sit into your big business chair and
let’s get started.

His name is Marc Tonnesen and he was just
elected the new assessor recorder on June 6, 2006.
The assessor accurately determines the taxable
value of land, business, and personal properties for
the county’s tax roll; provides reassessments,
responds to assessment appeals and creates and
updates parcel maps. 

Wow, that sounds hard! When he was younger, he
says that he might have thought of being an asses-
sor recorder especially because his dad tried to be
one, but he didn’t make it. The day that Mark Ton-
nesen won the election, his mother and father were
so happy! Wouldn’t you feel great if you fulfilled
one of your parent’s dreams? 

He loves his new job and the things that he does
are amazing. He has 65 employees, helped design
the suite that he is in, has an $8 million budget,
recorded 250,000 documents per year, and assesses
$42 billion worth of real estate. He thinks that a
sense of community is very important, and that
children are very important. Those are two very
important things, don’t you think? He also said that
during the election, many people went up to him
and said, “I saw you on TV” or “I know your name
and the spelling!” That’s what it’s like being
famous!

The day that I went to interview th assessor, he
gave me an excellent tour. The place is huge! There
are so many rooms. I was even able to go into the
Board of Supervisors’ chamber, which looks like a
big court room. He showed me the offices, his
fiancee’s office, which I might say had a spectacu-
lar view, took me down very long hallways and told
me what everything was. It was the best tour ever.

One time there was a bomb scare in the parking
garage. Everyone ran into Starbucks across the
street to get away from the bomb. Mr. Tonnesen and
his friends were forced out of the building for four
to five hours. They then found out that it wasn’t a
real bomb. What a waste of time. But lucky for Star-
bucks, they had probably tons of business.

Here are you thinking “Ooh, ooh I want to go!”
Well you can. The county bulding is a public place
and it doesn’t cost anything. Now, I hope that you
learned about the assessor-recorder, a new place to
go on a rainy day, and learned some interesting
facts. Maybe one day you will be an important per-
son, too. 

The author was a sixth-grader in Laurie Brunke’s class
at Notre Dame School in Vacaville when this article
was written in February 2007.
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You’ve probably seen Double Dutch on
TV, or you’ve seen your neighbors and
friends do it once or twice, but have

you ever actually tried it, or thought about
what hard work it must be to jump up and
down so fast, that you don’t mess up and
trip on the rope?

Double Dutch is when you skip rope,
two ropes at a time. This involves three
people or more; two jump rope turners,
and one, possibly two jumpers. The jump
rope turners hold the ropes, one in each
hand, and turn the ropes by creating big
circles with their arms. The jumper can
start in the middle of the ropes, or can
jump into the fast rhythm. Either way,
when you do Double Dutch, you need a lot
of practice.

Double Dutch all started out with the
Dutch settlers bringing the rope game to
Hudson River, now New York City. Then,
the English arrived, and saw children
playing the game, they called it Double
Dutch. Time passed, and Double Dutch
became more popular. By World War II,
Double Dutch was an often played game

on the side of streets. In 1973, David A.
Walker, and his partner, Detective Ulysses
Williams, made Double Dutch a national
sport.

Once you become good at Double
Dutch, then you might want to try some
tricks. Some tricks are fairly easy, and
other tricks are quite hard. For example,
a trick called the twist, is just where you
spin around in place. As for the aerial, a
type of flip, takes months of practice.

Some other tricks that are popularly
used, are the washing machine, the
mamba, pop-ups, and the touch the
ground.

A famous Double Dutch team is the
Dynamos. The Dynamos have traveled all
over the USA, with recent performances
at McDonald’s restraurants. They are also
seen on several TV and radio shows, TV
commercials, movies, music videos, fash-
ion magazines, fashion catalogs, grand
openings, book signings, fashion show,
half-time shows, circuses, concerts and
festivals.

Two movies that include Double Dutch
are “I Was Made to Love Her,” directed by
Nicole Franklin , and the Disney movie
“Jump In,” directed by Paul Hoen. “I Was

Made to Love Her,” is a Double Dutch doc-
umentary, which focuses on the game
Double Dutch, and how jump rope team
members stick together, because they love
each other. 

“Jump In,” is about a teenage boy, Izzy,
who is really into boxing. But when he
joins a jump tope team, Izzy has no time
left over for boxing. He then has to make a
decision that will affect his life forever,
Double Dutch or boxing.

You’ve probably learned a lot from
reading, huh? You know that Double
Dutch is an actual sport, not just a game
that you play on the sidewalk or streets,
singing songs.

You know the history of Double Dutch, a
famous Double Dutch team, the Dynamos,
and you know some movies to watch, where
you get to see it in action. Oh yes, don’t for-
get about all the hard tricks you’ve read
about. Boy, you’ve learned a lot! Why don’t
you take a break from reading, and try this
wonderful sport for yourself?

The author was a sixth-grader in Mr. Vlache’s
class at Gretchen Higgin’s Elementary
School in Dixon when this was submitted in
February 2007. 

Ryan Chalk/The Reporter
Samantha Choy demonstrates Double Dutch while her father, Matt (right) and Uncle Mitchell (not pictured) turn the ropes.

Jumping JOY
The Double
Dutch jump
rope game has
a rich history
and has even
made an
appearance or
two in the
movies. 
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